Yeaq, f 7 love...

Three songs of remembrance for women's choir

music by John Frederick Paul
words by Christina Rossetti

I. Remember (SSA)
Il. Will you be there? (SSA)

lll. I love you (SSAA)



I. Remember

Remember, if | claim too much of you,
| claim it of my brother and my friend:
Have patience with me till the hidden end,
Bitter or sweet, in mercy shut from view.

Pay me my due; though | to pay your due
Am all too poor and past what will can mend:
Thus of your bounty you must give and lend
Still unrepaid by aught | look to do.

Still unrepaid by aught of mine on earth:

But overpaid, please God, when recompense
Beyond the mystic Jordan and new birth

Is dealt to virtue as to innocence;
When Angels singing praises in their mirth

Have borne you in their arms and fetched you hence.

Il. Will you be there?

Will you be there? my yearning heart has cried:
Ah me, my love, my love, shall | be there,
To sit down in your glory and to share

Your gladness, glowing as a maiden bride?

Or will another dearer, fairer-eyed,
Sit nigher to you in your jubilee;
And mindful one of other will you be
Borne higher and higher on joy's ebbless tide?

— Yea, if | love | will not grudge you this:
| too shall float upon that heavenly sea
And sing my joyful praises without ache;
Your overflow of joy shall gladden me,
My whole heart shall sing praises for your sake
And find its own fulfilment in your bliss.

lll. I love you

| love you and you know it —this at least,
This comfort is mine own in all my pain:
You know it and can never doubt again,

And love's mere self is a continual feast.

Not oath of mine nor blessing-word of priest
Could make my love more certain or more plain:—
Life as a rolling moon doth wax and wane

O weary moon, still rounding, still decreased!

Life wanes: and when love folds his wings above
Tired joy, and less we feel his conscious pulse,
Let us go fall asleep, dear Friend, in peace;—

A little while, and age and sorrow cease;

A little while, and love reborn annuls
Loss and decay and death—and all is love.

- Christina Rossetti
from By way of Remembrance,
a set of four unpublished poems written in 1870



“Yea, if 7 love...” 3
. Remember

o . In 3 parts (SSA) .
Christina Rossetti written for the Marylhurst Chamber Singers John Frederick Paul
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Yea, f? love...
II. Will you be there?

in 3 parts (SSA)

written for the Marylhurst Chamber Singers
Christ'ira Rossetti

=66 moderate tempo with rubato

John Frederick Paul
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IIl. Will you be there?
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IIl. Will you be there?
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Yea, f 7 love...

Ill. |'love you

SSAA
Christina Rjyssetti written for the Choral Arts Ensemble of Portland, Oregon John Frederick Paul
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